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EVIDENTZAZ.. 

DISCOURSE  V, 

Op  miraculous  BvB.vr8  in  the  itmf.  of  Joshua. 

Htf  Dr.  PriutUy. 

No'j>  ofier  the  death  of  .Mo.iet,  the  aerv>int  of 
the  Lord,  it  rame  to p^>»*  th  t  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Joshu-  ,  the  son  of  yiin.  Moses's  minister ;  s..pin^, 
Maes  mif  servant  is  dead,  tiotr  therefore  arise,  a^o 
orer  this  Jurd.n,  thou  iin  i  all  this  people,  unto  the 
kmi  trhirh  If^ive  unto  them,  even  to  the  children 
of  Israel.  >ds  /  wusH'ith  Moses,  so  erill  I  be  udlh 
thee.  Joshua  i.  1.— i. 

Having  con»i<1<Ted  the  luirarnloiis  rveiUs  by  which 
th«  deliverance  of  Uic  isr.ieiites  from  their  bondiige 
ill  Eyrpt,  and  their  passage  through  the  wilderness, 
was  mstinguLshed,  and  especiaBy  those  by  which  tlic 
divine  inisdon  of  Moses,  and  the  authority  of  liks 
l.»w,  was  cuniinned,  I  proceed  to  direct  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  those  which  immediately  pieceded,  tmd  ac- 
cunipanied,  the  taking  possession  of  the  land  of 
CiUiaan,  as  being  apart,  iuid  a  continuation,  of  the 
•same  scheme.  Of  the  lemaining  events  in  the  life¬ 
time  of  Moses,  some  indeed  were  miraculous,  but 
cither  not  being  very  conspicuously  so,  or  having 
only  a  temporary  effect,  I  do  not  dwell  upon  them. 

I  must,  Iwwever,  except  one  miracle  of  a  pecu¬ 
liar  kind,  by  means  of  wliich  tlw  prie-lhood  w  as  set¬ 
tled  in  the  hunily  of  Aaron,  so  that  there  was  never 
afterwards  any  complaint  on  this  subject.  Altei  the 
rebellion  of  Korah,  Dathaii,  iuid  .\l)irain,  which 
respected  Aaron  as  well  as  Moses,  all  the  congrega¬ 
tion  ^omphiincd,  as  if  they  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  death  of  so  many  ofth  people;  wlienGod  was 
pleased  to  punlJi  them  by  a  pestilence,  of  wliich 
fourteen  thousand  and  seven  iHindred  died,  and  a 
stop  was  put  to  it  by  Aaron  takin  ,  incense,  and  stand¬ 
ing  between  the  dead  :md  tiie  living. 

This  action,  in  which  .\ai'on  was  the  instnimcnt, 
having  so  instantaneoiH  an  etfect,  sutliciently  distin¬ 
guished  him  as  a  priest.  But  in  order  to  put  the 
matter  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt  in  future,  God 
ordered  tfat  the  heads  of  every  tribe  should  deliver 
to  Moses  a  rod,  witli  tiicir  names  written  upon  them, 
and  that  on  the  rod  for  the  tribe  of  Levi  the  name 
of  .Xarui  should  be  inscribed.  Tliese  rixls  were 
laid  before  the  ark,  with  an  assurance  from  God, 
that  the  rod  belonging  to  th;K  tribe  fur  whom  the 
priesthood  was  destmed  should  be  foimd  in  blossom 
on  the  day  following.  Num.  xvii.  b.  As  every  tribe 
was  interested  in  this  decision,  we  cannot  doubt  but 
that  suflieient  precautions  were  taken  that  there 
should  be  no  imposition  in  die  ease,  tiiough  the  |)ur- 
ticulais  are  not  mentioned.  The  issue  is  tlius  re¬ 
corded  :  Awl  it  c.ame  to  pass  on  the  morrow,  that 
Moses  went  into  the.  tabern -cle  of  wilne.s.i,  and  be¬ 
hold  the  rod  of  Aaron,  for  the  house  of  Levi,  w.>s 
budded,  and  brouffht  forth  bwls,  awl  bltasomed 
hlossoins,  and  ijielded  Uiwm  is.  »Jnd  .\fosea  brought 
out  all  the  rotis  from  before  the  Lord,  unto  all  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  they  looked,  and  took  eve- 

3'  man  his  rod.  And  the  uord  said  unto  .Moses, 
rin^  Aaron's  rod  as^ain  before  the  testimony, 


be  kept  for  a  token  against  the  rebels  ;  and  thou 
sA»;/f  quite  take  away  their  murmurings  from  me. 

That  there  was  any  ti  ick  or  eontrivance  of  Moses, 
in  this  ease,  is  improbable  on  this  acrount,  that  it 
was  not  himself,  or  Ms  posterity,  but  Aaron,  and  hi* 
family,  that  wr%  hi  cnnseijneiice  of  it,  btmoured 
with  tlic  priestlHK>d.  The  cliildren  and  posterity  of 
Moses  ranked  no  higher  than  other  Levues,  withont 
any  mark  of  dLstinctiun,  or  any  advantage  whater* 
er  ;  and  he  nnist  have  been  a  man  diliierent  from  all 
other  men,  if  he  bad  preferred  the  descendiuits  even 
of  his  brother  to  his  own.  1%:  sshis  of  Moses  are 
liarticniarly  meiMoned,  as  well  an  tliuse  of  Aaron  \ 
but  we  are  infomed  of  notliiag  concerwog  tkesn, 
besides  their  names. 

The  remamiiit:  evTRts  in  the  liM-time  of  Moses  I 
,hali  ba:ely  ineirtRia.  During  the  forty  years  that 
the  Israelites  abode  iu  (lie  w  ilderuess,  it  is  proiiabln 
that  tlM'y  continued  in  the  neitihborliood  of  the 
stream  whk  h  first  issued  from  the  rock  of  Re|)iU- 
dim,  so  that  they  were  suiliciently  supplied  w  kh  wa¬ 
ter.  On  tlieir  removing  northwards  to  Kadesh,  tiw 
so«:tlicm  border  of  the  laud  of  Canaan,  tbe  people 
were  anain  distresned  for  want  of  water,  when  they 
were  relieved  a  second  time  by  a  streaiu  from  a  rock; 
and  on  this  occasion  it  was  that  tlic  uupi>u{>cr  con¬ 
duct  of  Moses  and  Aaron  wa.s  the  c;uise  of  tUeu 
not  being  pemiiued  to  go  over  tlie  river  Jordan. 

The  country  of  tlie  Edomites  lying  in  tlieir  way, 
they  asked  leave,  lait  were  refiivd.  to  pius  peuera- 
blv  through  it.  They  tlierefore  made  the  w  hole  cii- 
cuit  of  their  country,  and  came  to  the  southern  bor¬ 
der  of  the  Amorites,  on  tlic  other  side  of  Jordan. 
But  before  this  having  been  attacked  by  Arad,  one 
of  the  piinces  of  the  southern  parts  of  Canaan,  tliey 
vowed  the  destriH'tion  of  his  cities ;  and  tliis  was  af- 
tenvartls  accoii^ilished  by  Joshua.  After  diis  Aaron 
(tied,  and  was  buried  in  Mount  Hor,  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  the  utiic'e  of  high  priest  by  hia  sou  Elea- 

•£M. 

In  this  going  round  all  the  land  of  F'dom,  the  peo¬ 
ple  being  much  distre.ted,  miirinnred  once  more, 
and  they  were  puiiislied  for  it  by  fiery  serpents  but 
they  w  ere  relieved,  w  hen,  by  the  (laiticukir  order  of 
God,  they  only  looked  tow  ards  a  brazen  serpent, 
which  had  been  erected  on  a  |)oh?  for  tbiit  |Kirpo.sv. 
Thus  the  hand  ol  tiod  was  conspicuous  intlieir  re¬ 
lief  from  tills  calamity,  as  well  ;u  on  every  other  oc¬ 
casion. 

'Hie  Israelites  being  now  come  to  tlie  borders  of 
the  Amorites,  to  the  east  of  the  rivir  Jordan,  they 
asked  leave  to  p.a-s  peaceably  through  it ;  Imt  being 
refused,  and  opjiosed  by  force,  they  defeated  them, 
and  took  possession  of  their  country.  After  this  Og 
king  of  Bashan  coming  in  an  hostile  manner  again-t 
them,  they  defeated  him  also,  and  taking  possessioii 
of  their  country,  tliey  became  masters  of  a  very 
large  and  feitile  tract  on  the  utlier  side  of  Jordan, 
bordering  on  the  Moabites  and  Amiuouitcs,  tbe  de¬ 
scendants  of  I,of. 

Here  Balak  king  of  Moab,  lieing  jealous  of  the 
Israelites,  but  not  choosing  to  meet  them  in  battle, 
hired  Balaam  a  prophet  to  pronounce  a  cinse  upon 
them,  riiinking  that  this  wouM  ensinc  their  dc't me- 


$ 
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fion.  Blit  insti'ad  of  llii'!,  find  was  plcitscd  to  com-  Ihww  (hut  the  J^rd  hath  ifiren  you  the  land,  nri 
pel  iiini  to  pronuiiiicc  a  blc-'int'.  (A  t  your  terror  is  falltn  uj^n  us ;  un  i  that  all  the 

III  this  transaction  the  Midianites  joined  the  Mo-  tn/n.lili-n/j  of  the  L.mi  Joint  beri.use  ojyou.  For, 
ahitps;  and  the  Israelites,  continuing  some  time  in  wt  hove  he,. how  the  IawiI  dried  up  utl  the  mAers 
their  neicihborhood.  were  teinprted  to  join  in  one  of  »f(he  tied  Sen  Jar  you,  when  ye  came  out  of  Ftrupl, 
their  'eV'sio'is  I'c  rival in  whicli,  as  in  various  acts  -.nd  uh  t  ye  did  to  the  two  kinj^s  of  the  simonies 
of  the  In-atheim  lijlion,  the  people  ind’dged  tlicni-  th  it  were  on  the  other  side  Jord  n,  SiLon  t  nd  t'fe, 
sr  lvc'inthe  promiscnotis  commerce  of  tlie  sexes,  u'hom  ye  utterly  destroyed.  ,Ind  as  soon  < .»  wr 
B.it  hv  the  zeal  of  I'hineas,  tlic  son  of  Flea/.er,  a  he  rd  these  things  our  he  irts  aid  melt, neither  did 
stop  was  p'lt  tothiseiil.  Fortliis  insidious  attemnt  there  reiihim.ny  more  rourofre  in  ony  nin  herou.ee 
of  the  .Midi  anitPs  to  ili.iw  tlie  Israelites  into  idolatry, ,  of  you.  Fur  the  Lord  your  (hhl,  he  Is  (iwi  in  heo- 
war  was  ordered  to  be  made  open  them  ;  the  coiisc-  j  vm  „hoi'e,  .nd  in  earth  hent.  th.  The  cxtraoidi- 
qnence  of  whir  li  was  the  tot.d  defeat  of  the  .Midian-  ir.ry  evcntsliere  releried  to,  ri  spei  ted  olhei  nations, 
ites,  and  the  plundering,  but  not  the  taking  posses- !  and  were  necessarily  known  to  tliem,  but  not  the 

sion,  of  their  country.  In  this  battle  Balaam  the  transactions  at  Mount  Sinai,  nr  the  other  events  on 

prophet  al>o  fell,  and  by  the  judgment  of  (iod  eve-  whuli  I  have  descanted,  which  were  conliued  to  the 
rv  person  concerned  in  any  acts  of  idolatry  along  Isiaelites  themselves,  and  which  were  partieiilarlv 
with  the  .Midianitps.  which  was  the  wor-hip  ot  Baal  culeiilateil  to  eoiifirm  their  faith  in  tlie  divine  mis- 
Fcor,  died  before  they  eame  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  sioii  ol  .Moses,  and  in  the  truth  and  impurtanie  of 
This  Moses  particulaily  observed  to  them.  Dent,  the  civil  and  religious  institutions  w inch  he  coininu- 

iv.  8.  Your  eyes  hole  seen  ah  t  the  Lord  did  bt-  iiicated  to  tlieni. 

cause  ofli.  .1  Feor,  the  I^ird  thy  Uoil  h.Ahdestroy-]^  The  passage  of  the  Israelites  over  tlie  river  Joidan 
ed  them  from  iimon/e  you  :  hut  ye  who  did  cle.ive  to  ^  was  as  remarkuhle  a  transaction  as  their  passage  thro’ 
the  Lord  your  God  are  ..lice,  every  one  of  you,  this  the  Bed  Sea,  anti  with  respect  to  its  eredibilitv,  is  as 
day.  little  liable  to  ohjeetion.  For  no  n.itiiialeanse  could 

In  the  last  years  of  the  life  of  Moses  he  wrote  tlie  have  made  the  waters  of  a  river  divide,  as  these  did, 
book  of  Denteronmuy,  consisting  of  a  rceapitiila-  so  as  to  make  a  passagti  for  siieli  a  number  of  people, 
t ion  of  the  great  events  which  have  been  recited,  and  so  long  a  space  of  time,  and  especially  when  it 
the  most  eaiicst  exhortations  to  the  people  to  con-  oveillowed  its  banks  as  it  did,  and  still  does,  in  the 
tinne  firm  in  their  allegiance  to  the  tnu*  (lod,  fore-|  time  of  harvest,  when  the  Israelites  had  occasion  to 
telling  their  prospesity  in  <  asc  ol Dhcdieiice,  and  crossit.  Bc'idcs  this  most  wonderful  event  was  an- 
llie  dreadful  calamities  that  would  overtake  them  nounced  three  days  before  hand,  as  the  miracle  at 
(and  they  have  nctuilly  come  to  p.ass)  m  case  ol  their.  .Mount  Sinai  had  likewise  been,  and  it  was  attended 
disobedience  ;  and  l.istly  in  cncour.iging  Joshua,  with  such  other  peculiar  circumstances,  as  ahundant- 
who  succeeded  liiiii  in  the  general  conduct  of  the  ly  demonstrates  that  human  power,  or  contrivance, 
people,  \fter  tin-,  not  being  peiniittcd  to  pass  tlie  had  iiolhiiigtodo  in  the  rase.  It  wdl  he  interest- 
rive  Jordan  he  wa-  indulged  with  a  sight  of  the  pro-'  ing  ami  iiistnietivc  to  attend  to  these  partiriilars. 
mised  land  from  Mount  I'isgali ;  and  there,  though  Aftei  Joshua  had  received  his  instniciions  fiom 
infill!  vigour,  he  dud,  iir  was  thought  so  to  do.if;„(l,  he  announced  thewonderfuleventintfiefol- 
But  to  me  it  seems  not  iinpiobable,  tliat,  as  he  ap-  low  ing  manner.  Josh.  i.  2.  Then  Joshua  command- 

C eared  together  with  Klijah,  who  was  tniiisl.ited  into  ^d  the  ofeers  of  the  people,  sayinfe.  Pass  through 
eaven  without  dying,  on  the  nioiintaiii  on  which  fhc  host,  rominind  the  people,  Sii/iv",  Frepure 
our  Saviour  was  transfigured,  he  had  hceu  translated  yi,„r  virtu  ,ls.  For  within  three  days  ye  .sh.ll  jm.s.s 

also;  and  is  now  living  togetlier  with  them.  But  over  this  Jordi.m  to  po  in  to  po.ise.ts  the  1.  nd  which 

where  they  are,  or  how  they  are  employed,  is,  no  the  Isird  your  God  ffiveth  you,  to  pimsess  it.  This 
doubt  for  good  reasons,  unknown  to  us.  order  being  exeeuted  on  the  dav  before  the  event, 

Moses  being  dead,  or  translated,  Joshua  was  up-  Joshii  i  s.,id  unto  the  people,  Suiwtify  yourselves, 
pointed  to  suecced  him.  That  this  was  by  diiiiie  yJjr  to-mornw  the  Lord  will  do  wonders  .  me/ig- 
appointment  is  probable,  beeause  it  does  not  appear  ;  .vui/.  And  Jo-hiia  spake  unto  the  priests,  saving, 
that  Joshua  had  auv  n.itural  interest  that  could  have  Take  up  t!ie  ark  of  tlie  covenant,  and  puss  over  be- 
recommended  him  to  so  imp  irtant  a  succession,  l/ore  l/ie//eop/e. 

He  was  neither  of  the  s.imc  tribe  with  Mo  e-  aiuli  Things  being  in  this  state  of  readiness,  we  am  in- 
Aaron,  nor  of  thatof  Jiid.ih,  to  which,  by  the  proph- j  foinicd  that /Ar  Lord  sui.l  unto  Joshua,  This  day 
ecyof  Jacob,  that  tm'-emincnce  wiis  promised.  Had  |  kuII  /  Aegihi  to  m  ‘tpify  thee  in  the  .’•i^ht  (full  Isni- 
Moses  himself  Irul  any  elioice  in  the  rase,  and  he  that  they  may  know  th((t,  (is  !  tens  inth  .Moses, 
had  the  spirit  ol  enterprize  and  amhitioii  tliat  untie-  so  uHl  /  be  ii'ith  thee.  After  this  Joshua,  hv  divine 
lievers  must  a-eiihe  to  him,  it  would,  no  doubt,  (liifction,  gave  the  following  \ery  paificul  ii  orders, 
have  been  in  favor  of  his  own  family,  or  at  least  ol  miiiouiu  ing  every  thing  that  was  to  take  place  ;  and 
hi- own  tribe  the  ci-cniiistances  and  the  manner  in  which  every 

VVe  are  now  to  attend  to  the  miraculous  interpo-  thing  was  done  shews  that  there  could  not  have  been 
sitions  of  Divine  P'oii.Ience  in  the  conduct  of  the  anything  like  luniian  contrivance  in  the  c;ise.  A 
Israelites  under  Joshn  I,  till  their  complete  si>ttl  .  (;re  r  liver  was  to  he  cro-sed,  and  jet  no  boats,  or 
ment  in  the  land  of  f.'anaan.  And  these  were  sufii-  bridge,  wen-  provided  forthe  purpose.  What  Jo  li- 
riently  remark  hie,  and  such  .is must  have  cominced  ua  said  was  as  follows  : 

the  lsr:ii,litcs  th  t  nothing  of  any  con  eq  cnce  de-  Josli.  iii,  !>.  Jlnd  Joshua  sai  l  unto  the  rhildren 
pended  upon,  or  had  been  done  by  .Moses;  hut  „f  Israel,  come  hither  i.nd  heur  the  words  of  the 
that  it  was  the  pe  ver  of  <iod  that  had  boeii  (h.splay-  ImhI  your  Gol.  .Ind  Joshui  said.  Hereby  ye  shall 
ed  by  him,  and  which  was  the  same  at  all  times.  know  th  t  the  livinff  Go.t  is  tanonfr  you,  \sn.i  that 
The  effect  o'  the  miiacles  whit  h  had  been  per-  he  will  icithoutf  il  drive  out  before  you  the  Va- 
fonned  while  the  Israsdites  were  under  the  conduct  n  ••  nitea  i.nd  the  Hittites  and  the  Hivites, .  nd  the 
of  Moses.  u|)on  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  appear  l*erizzites,  ind  the  Gtrtr(ishites,(md  the  .Iniorites, 
ed  when  Joshua  sent  spies  to  dLscover  the  situation  and  the  Jebusites.  Behold  theorktf  the  covenant 
ol' the  country  which  he  was  about  to  invade.  For  of  the  Lord  of  all  the  earth  pus.ies  before  you  into 
the  woiujin  who  received  Uiese  xpics  said,  Jush.  ii.  it.  '  Jordan.  Ao;e  therefore  take  ye  twdve  men  out  of 
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thr  Irihf.i  uf  hrjrl,  out  of  rrery  trihr  n  miin.  .inH 
it  ahull  cutne  to  jhiaa  ua  aoon  tia  the  aolea  of  the  feet 
if  the  firieata  that  hear  the  uric  of  the  Ijord,  the 
tjonl  of  nil  the  earth,  ahull  real  on  the  ttutiraof 
Jurduii,  th..t  the  ivutera  uf  Jordon  ah^ll  he  rut  ujf 
*‘rom  the  ur.trra  th  it  come,  down  from  uborr,  ,.wi 
they  ahull  atun  l  upon  >  n  hr.  p.  NVliiit 
fiflence  <1ops  ^hewin  llie  |u>v»or  ol'dixl, 

and  thp  tnitli  ot' tlie  diviiir  proinise?  Tlic  narra¬ 
tive  then  proceed*,  and  we  find  tliat  every  eir.  uni- 
^tance  aiiswen-d  (o  tire  prediction. 

An  t  it  come  to  p  ,aa  nhrn  the  people  rimoi'ed 
from  their  tenta,  to  p.aa  over  Jordon,  uni  the 
prir.ata  beurinif  the  <irk  of  the  corenont  hifore  the 
people;  and  aa  they  th.t  hire  the  ark  came  into 
Jordan,  itid  the  feet  of  the  prieata  that  bare  the 
iirk  were  dipped  to  thr  brim  in  the  water  , for  Jor¬ 
dan  overjloweth  all  its  b  nks  oil  the  time  if  hur- 
veat)  that  all  the  w  iters  th  it  came  downfrom  ahore 
stood,  and  roar  up  upon  a  heop,  teryf  r  from  the 
city  Adum,  that  iiheaide  Zireton,  ond  those  tlu.t 
tamtdotm  towards  the  ae  i  of  the  pi  .in.  eren  the 
salt  ae  i,  f.iiled  and  were  cut  off,  and  the  people 
pissed  over  ri^ht  iif  .inst  Jericho.  And  the  priests 
that  hire  the  ark  of  the  coven  nt  of  the  ImtI  stood 
firm  on  dryi^roun  I  in  the  mi.lat  of  Jurd,.n,  onil  *// 
the  lar  irlitea  p  tsae.l  over  on  dry  srroun  I,  until  oil 
the  people  had  p  isse  i  clean  over  Jordan. 

(To  he  continued  ) 

DOOTRINAZ.. 

REASO.NS  FOR  PREACHING  THE 
TRUTH. 

Wc  liavc  often  been  asked,  wliy  \vc  preach 
the  doctrine  we  profess,  as  this  doctrine  main¬ 
tains  that  our  Creator  has  m,»de  the  eternal 
state  secure  to  all  men,  and  that  the  happi¬ 
ness  of  that  state  rests  on  the  divine  favor, 
and  not  on  mir  belief,  wiiich  we  may  exercise 
in  this  life  1  No  doubt  it  seems  iinarcounta- 
hle  to  our  opposers,  that  we  should  arj;iie  .«o 
much,  and  write  and  puUish  so  much,  when 
after  all  we  do  not  pretend  that  our  eternal 
state  of  happiness  depemis  on  these  exertions. 
They  do  not  see  why,  allowing  our  rloetrine 
true,  it  would  not  he  jrood  policy  to  say  nofh- 
injrahoutit.  I'lien  we  tnioht  enjoy  the  e.s- 
tc.  in  of  the  pious  of  all  rleiiominafious,  ami 
lx:  regarded  by  the  religious  communi¬ 
ty  :  avoid  all  tiie  censure  which  is  now  put 
upon  us,  and  still  enjoy  onr  own  opinions 
in  silence. 

.Now  tliat  our  conduct  in  this  case  is  not  so 
unaccountable  as  opposers  seem  to  think,  a 
few  remarks  will  evidently  show. 

Suppose  that  my  acquaintance  with  my 
earthly  father  he  such,  as  to  give  me  the 
mo*<t  favorable  opinion  of  his  whole  character, 
HO  that  1  view  him  one  of  the  best  of  husbands ; 
one  of  the  most  provident  und  kind  fathers; 
a  man  of  uprightness  in  all  liis  conduct,  against 
whom  nolhiag  in  truth  can  he  spoken.  Su|>- 
I>ose,  under  those  circumstances,  being  full  of 
love  and  reverence  of  my  fatlior,  I  hear  him ! 
evilly  spoken  of,  and  that  too,  by  those  who. 
profess  to  be  acquainted  with  him;  yea  by 
those  tow'hom  people  in  general  look  for  in¬ 


formation,  and  on  whose  testimony  the  most 
of  j)oople  are  disposed  to  place  confidence. 
They  go  so  far  in  their  evil  speaking,  as  to  re¬ 
present  the  parent  whom  I  love,  as  guilty  of 
uct.s  of  injustice  and  cruelty  which  deny  him 
the  smallest  share  of  humanity.  \\  hat  am  1 
to  do  in  this  case  '?  !  have  ample  proof  in  my 
hands  to  stop  the  moutlis  of  these  evil  report¬ 
ers,  and  I  can  do  it  ctfcctually.  Hosure  i  must 
exert  mysrdf  in  the  use  of  the  means  wliich 
are  at  my  dis]>osal,  and  1  shall,  no  doubt,  in- 
eiir  the  displeasure  of  my  father’s  traducers  ; 
all  this  isuf  cour.se  necessary.  Rut  here  I  am 
told,  that  almost  all  the  people,  composing 
community  at  large,  are  really  of  tlie  opinion 
of  lliosc  who  thus  speak  evil  of  iny  father  ; 
and  that,  even  if  I  know  tln-se  rejiorts  all  to 
h«  false,  1  liad  better  say  nothing  about  the 
matter,  as  it  w  ill  only  bring  me  into  discredit. 
Suppo.se  I  siiould  iic  weak  enough  to  iiesitate 
and  even  shrink  from  the  d<‘feuce  of  my  vene¬ 
rable  fatiier’s- character,  should  i  not  feel 
ashamed  of  myself  ?  W  hat  could  he  more 
base  ill  me  than  silence  and  inaction  ? 

Look  again  amr.sr'c  how  .-ucli  a  ca.«c  would 
he  aggravated  by  eircumstances.  iMyfatlier 
told  me,  tliat  these  traducers  would  speak  evil 
of  him,  and  on  this  very  aceount  put  into  my 
possession  every  kind  of  evidence,  which  ijt 
necessary  to  refute  all  those  evil  reports;  and 
charged  me  hy  the  dear  relation  in  wliich  wc 
;  stand  to  cacli  other,  aiul  hy  tlie  love  w  hicli  we 
have  reciprocated,  to  he  faithful  in  tlie  de¬ 
fence  of  his  »  haracter.  Shall  I  he  silent  1 
Shall  1  he  afraid  that  those  who  despi.se  my 
fatluT  will  also  despise  me  ?  Shall  I  purchase 
ilieir  smiles  at  the  expense  of  a  character 
which  is  dearer  than  life  ? 

What  would  it  avail  to  urge  in  this  ra.se, 
that  almost  every  one  in  community  would  he 
against  me  1  Is  not  this  circumstance  iny 
justification?  Surely;  for  if  people  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  llie  false  rejxirts,  before  mentioned, 
there  would  be  no  need  of  disproving  them. 

Rut  this  subject  admits  of  argument  still 
more  forcible.  Suppose  those  whospeakevil 
of  my  father  are  my  hrethn-n,  and  his  own  be¬ 
loved  children  ;  and  supjiose  furthermore,  that 
all  who  are  deceive*!  hy  this  evil  speaking  are 
so  likewise.  Wo  now  have  tlie  diiliculty  in 
one  family.  My  brethren  are  tleceivcd  con- 
rerniiig  our  father’s  cliaractcr  and  con«luct. 
Hehasneverdonetho.se  base  things  which 
they  think  he  has.  Rut  they  really  hrlirve 
the.se  errors,  and  arc  tormented  day  and  night 
witli  fear  that  they  and  their  children  will  fall 
under  the  dreadful  scourge  of  our  father’s 
wrath  !  Now  as  I  know  that  all  their  notions 
are  false,  and  that  it  is  a  fact  that  the  whole 
family  arc  well  provided  for  every  day,  day  hy 
day,  hy  the  kindness  and  love  of  our  father, 
caul,  under  these  circumstances,  he  justific*! 
in  not  making  even  an  effort  to  convince  them 
of  these  errors  ?  Here  we  see  that  the  honor 
of  our  father,  tljc  comfort  and  happiness  of 
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all  the  children,  the  cause  of  truth  and  jus¬ 
tice  all  unite  in  calling  on  me  to  open  the  evi¬ 
dences,  which  our  father  has  put  into  my  hand 
for  this  purpose,  to  give  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth  totliose  who  need  it.  11.  B. 

Vniv.  Mag. 

Extracts  from  Sismonui’s  Rkview  of  the 

FROOHESS  OF  Uf.EIGIOVS  OpIMONS. 

(Vinuludtd frump. 

“  A  close  connexion  subsists  between  the 
dogmas  of  a  religion  and  the  conduct  of  its 
professors  ;  csp«“cially  when  the  priest  has 
moulded  these  dogmas  according  to  his  own 
interest  It  would  not  he  didicult  to  show  how 
any  faith  has  rendered  men  cruel  and  impla¬ 
cable  ;  how  another  has  impaired  their  indus¬ 
try  and  plunged  them  into  idlem;sK  ;  how  a 
third  has  disgusted  them  with  the  exercise  of 
their  reason,  by  making  them  rest  content  with 
absurdity  ;  how  a  fourth,  by  delivering  them 
up  to  ascetick  ecstasies,  has  subjected  them 
to  the  empire  of  the  senses  which  it  pretended 
to  subdue ;  and  how  nearly  all,  if  they  have 
not  changed  vice  into  virtue,  have  at  least  con¬ 
founded  the  order  of  n.oral  duties.” 

“  If  morals  arc  the  best  criterion  by  which 
to  judge  of  religion,  those  moralists  and  his¬ 
torians  who  are  acquainted  with  the  present 
times,  and  can  compare  them  with  preceeding 
ages,  should,  of  ail  others,  be  the  best  wit¬ 
nesses  to  support  the  truth  announced  at  the 
beginning  of  this  article,  viz.  that  our  age  is 
religious,  and  that  it  is  more  sotlian  those  that 
have  gone  before  it,  because  it  is  more  moral. 
Morals  arc  assi.>;ted  by  every  advance  of  rea¬ 
son.  As  a  nation  becomes  civilized,  they  are 
better  understood,  and  better  observed  ;  they 
are  gradually  growing  perfect,  and  acquiring 
the  regularity  of  a  rational  .system  ;  the  moral 
sense  is  rectified,  and  prejudices,  tliat  we  have 
mistaken  for  its  dictates,  arc  removed.” 

“  It  is  by  the  light  of  an  improved  morality, 
ll.at  we  perceive  the  atrocity  of  thosi*  actions, 
by  which  our  fathers  fancied  they  honored  the 
{‘Supreme  Being.  All  historians  agree  in  the 
declaration,  that  the  more  they  study  past 
limes,  the  more  they  are  impressed  with  the 
superiority  of  our  own  ;  the  more  they  feel  that 
we  do  not,  a.s  our  ancestors  did,  confound 
justice  and  injii.slice ;  that  we  are  far  less  than  I 
they  in  the  habit  of  claiming  religious  authori¬ 
ty  for  our  atrocities  ;  and  that  we  are  less  de¬ 
serving  the  reproach  of  bad  faith  and  gross 
wickedness.” 

“  We  certainly  do  not  mean  to  say  that  pub¬ 
lic  morals  have  made  all  the  progress  they 
should,  or  that  they  arc  to  make.  Neither  do 
we  say  that  religion  has  as  yet  that  influence 
on  the  conduct  of  governments  which  it  has  on 
the  mass  of  the  people.  Great  public  crimes, 
committed  even  now  under  our  eyes,  fill  our 
souls  with  horror,  and  sometimes  makes  us 
doubt  the  religious  progress  that  wc  liave  here 


attempted  to  maintain.  It  suffices  to  name  Af¬ 
rica,  condemned,  by  the  continuation  of  the 
slave  triuie,  to  endure  every  year  more  suf¬ 
fering,  and  more  atrocitie.s,  than  were  inflict¬ 
ed  by  the  whole  course  of  the  French  revolu¬ 
tion  ;  (ircoce,  devoted,  by  a  frightful  combi¬ 
nation,  to  massacre,  to  slavery,  or  to  nation¬ 
al  a|>ostucy ;  Spain,  at  the  very  niuiiicnt  she 
was  struggling  to  esrajic  from  her  barbarous 
iiistitiitiuns,  forced  again  to  bend  to  the  yoke 
of  a  frenzied  populace,  who  madly  destroyed 
j  the  light  and  virtue  that  would  have  elevated 
their  condition.  But  these  memorable  and  sad 
examples  of  depravity  themselves  attest  the 
progress  of  public  morals.  'I’hose  w  ho  have 
dragged  the  states  of  Europe  into  this  bloody 
career,  do  not  belong  to  our  age.  All  tlicir 
opinions  are  retrograde,  and  their  policy  is 
that  of  past  ages.  Within  the  last  half  centu¬ 
ry,  the  slave  trade  was,  with  all  governments, 
an  object  of  emulation  and  competition.  Not 
a  solitary  nation  was  ashamed  of  it.  Now, 
those  w  ho  secretly  encourage  it,dare  not  speak 
of  it  hut  as  a  scourge,  which  they  promise  us 
shall  cease.” 

“  In  the  sixteenth  century,  Henry  IT.  at¬ 
tempted  to  sacrifice  Italy  to  the  Turks.  He 
called  thither  Solyman  and  Barliarossa. — 
French  knights  fought  in  concert  w  ith  Mu.^sul- 
iiians.  A(irand  1‘rior  of  Malta  renveycdtheni 
to  the  Italian  shores.  It  is  not  owing  to  Hen¬ 
ry  II.  that  Naples,  Rome  and  .Milan,  did  not 
endure  a  fate  that  has  been  inflicted,  in  our 
own  time,  on  f’hios  and  Ipsara.  Now,  a  uni¬ 
versal  clamor  is  heard  throughout  Furope 
against  the  sacrifice  of  Greece,  and  policy 
must  recede  Ix’fore  public  opinion.  The  long 
anarchy  of  Poland  was  the  work  of  the  neigh¬ 
boring  powers  of  that  republic.  They  never 
blushed  for  it,  but  labored  for  ages  to  plunge 
that  unfortunate  country  deeper  and  deeper  in 
suflering,  ruin,  and  civil  war.  Now,  Spain 
puts  to  shame  the  Holy  Alliance,  and  they 
must  soon  be  compelled  to  rescue  the  unhap¬ 
py  country  they  have  crushed.” 

"  Let  us  then  hope,  tl'al  the  triumph  of 
moral  sentiinoiit  is  approaching.  Wc  see  it 
springing  up  in  every  heart.  We  hear  it  pro¬ 
claimed  by  all  the  organs  of  opinion.  The 
depositaries  of  power  cannot  long  resist  its 
ascendency  ;  and  w  hen  morals  shall  have  mo¬ 
dified  policy,  religion  will  have  achieved  a  can- 
quest  far  more  im|>ortant  than  all  those  antici¬ 
pated  by  the  missionaries.” 


SVANaELZCAX.  REPOSZTORT. 

Troy,  Satcrday,  Acbust,  18,  1857. 

PROGRESS  OF  TRITTH  IN  MAINF.. 

Tht following  extnict  from  the  Gi.rdner  Chrit' 
turn  Inteltigencer,  mil  show  in  a  grsot  metisurt, 
the  udviincement  oflibend  Christianity  in  the  state 
of  Maine:  Seeing  a  notice  in  the  last  Christian 
Regi'ter  of  the  late  meeting  of  the  Eaiterii  Asso- 


(iation,  in  whii  li  a  hint  was  f'iren  of  the  iiKreasc  ol  un|Hjnit_v  iHre,  aiul  avoid  future  punidiiunit  by  a 
Ministers  and  Societies  of  our  denomination  in  Uus  few  moinents  of  tinitdy  penitence, 
state  within  tlie  last  seven  years,  we  deem  it  proper  j  Universiilists  believe  that  geiuiine  repentance  is 
to  inform  the  editor  of  that  respectable  paper  and  |  real  relormation  ol  conduct  which  “  needeth  not  to 
others  ol  what  the  public  perhaps  are  not  gcnerallyjbe  rejrented  ol,”  and  tliat  every  man  is  called  on 


aware,  that  in  Maine,  where  seven  years  i«^o  there 
was  but  one  Universalist  Minister;  iuid  where  there 
were  but  about  ten  or  twelve  societies,  tltere  are  now 
turmitf-Jivt  of  the  former,  :uid  between  and 
rixty  of  the  latter.  In  point  of  numbers,  reckon-, 
ing  advili  males  only,  this  denomination  is,  we  be¬ 
lieve  aslar^u  as  any  other  one,  if  it  be  not  the  larg¬ 
est  in  the  state.” 

Tliat  religious  views  are  becoming  generally  more 
liberal,  can  not  be  doubted,  notwithstanding  the 
unwearied  exertions  of  illiberal  men  to  the  contrary. 
There  are  those  w  ho  assign  as  a  reason  for  the  rapid 
spread  of  the  belief  of  Universalism,  its  “  agree¬ 
ment  with  cormpt  nature.”  They  say,  “  it  is  so 
congeniid  witli  the  depravity  of  wicked  men,  that 
they  rearlily  embrace  it.”  Can  those  persons  be 
candid  who  tliiw  assert  ?  No  doubt  they  would  be 
slad  to  insinuate  that  this  faitli,  so  much  spoken 
against,  has  no  foundalion  in  divine  tnrth;  hut  lahri- 
rated  bv  crafty  iuirl  wicked  men,  at  the  siigcestion 
of  the  adveisiry.  HiU  waiving  scriptun*  proof,  (the 
only  tnie  fouiulation  of  religious  opinions)  let  us 
compare  some  traits  in  our  faith,  with  some  ui  our 
oppose rs’,  and  see  which  appears  the  most  congen¬ 
ial  with  the  depraved  nature  of  man.  It  is  true  we 
believe  in  the  linal  salvation  of  all,  for  whom  tlve 
Saviour  rlicd  ;  and  that  such  means  will  be  Itad  in 
Use  to  accoiiiplisli  the  sidvation  of  all,  as  produces 
the  siJvation  of  any;  but,  tliaf  wliile  the  cluldreu 
of  men  walk  in  the  way  t)f  the  tratisgressor  they 
willlind  “misery  and  destiuetion”  there.  However, 
it  is  believed  that  mankind  are  wicked  from  choice, 
and  righteous  from  volition  ;  as  all  are  now  invited 
to  come  to  the  Saviovir;  and  “wliosoever  will  may 
come.”  A  contrary  doctrine  inculcates  that  man 
is  totally  depraved  by  nature,  entirely  unable  ttv  do 
anything  well  plcaditg  in  the  sight  of  (Sod,  until  Mel 
sliall  change  his  heart  totally  and  radically  ;  and  this, : 
to  be  “  unaided  i»nd  imhulnced  h;  the  sinner,” 
Would  a  wicked  man  be  likely  to  fors;»ke  liis  ways 
and  turn  to  th*‘  Lord,  if  he  were  told  he  could  do 
nothing;  hut  must  wait  the  “ itresistable  grace  of 
ISod.”  What  could  he  more  congenial  vviili  the  in¬ 
clinations  of  depraved  men  than  the  belief,  that 
when  born  into  the  world  they  were  iis  eoirupl  as 
possible  ?  Most  certainly  they  would  say  “  we  e;ui 
never  be  more  than  tutiilly  corrupt,  be  our  conduct 
in  life  what  it  may.” 

Is  the  belief  that  every  person  will  receive  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  whether  they  are 
f,ood  or  evil,  more  demoralizing,  titan  the  siipposi- 

Ition,  that  if  wicked  peo))le  are  carelid  to  repent  of 
their  sins  a  few  niiinitcs  before  they  die,  tliey  will 
escape  all  punisluiient  for  their  Iniquities  ?  Would 
not  those  who  believed  that  all  punisbiiicnt  is  con- 
liued  to  the  future  stale,  lltink  they  could  pass  with 


“to  hvc  godly,  being  able  ilius  to  do.  Most 
devoutly  is  it  to  be  wished  tliat  all,  would  like  the 
“  pntdigal,”  resolve  to  return  to  rectitude,  and  fe¬ 
licity  ;  “  and  feerl  no  longer  on  nnsatifsying  husks,” 
but  on  “  the  fatness  of  emr  father’s  house.” 

05^  PR^BYl’EK  I  AN  IS.Mlilias  ROM  A  N 
CATHOLK’IS.M. 

Tlic  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  “  Co.^- 
FKssio.N  or  Faith  of  the  Presbyterian  ebiireli  in  the 
United  Stales  of  .America,”  and  adttptcd  “by  the 
(Jeiieral  AsseniMy*  at  their  sessions  in  May,  1B21,” 
and  show  Uiat  if  Protestants  arc  right  in  supposing 
the  ajiocalyptic  “  Mother  of  Harlots”  to  represent 
the  Romish  church,  modern  Presbyterians  are  in 
one  resfiect,  at  least,  tlie  duugliter  ol’  this  mother. 

Ist.  “  The  Lord  Jesus  as  king  and  head  of 
his  church,  hath  therein  apiMiinted  a  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  hand  of  church  officers,  distinct 
from  the  civil  magistrate. 

2d.  To  these  officers  the  keys  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  arc  commifted,  by  virtue  where¬ 
of  they  have  power  respcelively  to  retain  and 
remit  sins,  to  shut  the  kingdom  against  the  im¬ 
penitent  both  by  the  word  and  censures;  and 
to  open  it  unto  penitent  sinners,  by  the  minis¬ 
try  ot  the  gospel,  and  hy  absolution  from  cen¬ 
sures,  as  occasion  shall  require.” 

See  Uli.ip.  ,xx.\.  p.  129. 

Qi/crf. — Did  Wi(  kliAV,  or  Luther,  or  Melaiie- 
thoii,  or  Calvin  receive  the  kiys  of  the  kingdom 
from  the  Miece.s.'ors  of  St.  Peter ;  If  so,  when  ?  Or, 
have  .sonic  Uliristiaas  in  tlii'se  la.st  times  rcecivcil 
otAerA'eyy  than  those;  which  will  o))eii  and  shut  the 
same  kingdom,  when  in  the  hands  of  tliose  author¬ 
ized  to  “  remit  and  retain  sin.”  May  he  who  h.i« 
“power  to  forgive  sins”  be  mereil'ui  to  the  un¬ 
righteousness  of  those  vain  and  arrogant  moitals, 
who  ought  to  repent  of  their  own  sins  rather  than 
pretend  to  the  prerogative  of  (lod. 

*  'Hif  (jtni-ral  .Is.tttn'ihf  is  the  highest  Judicatory 
of  the  Preshyterian  Church. 

FOR  THK  EVAMilCl.ll'AI.  KKPOSITORY. 

“  lie  ye  perject,  as  your  Father  in  Heaven  is 
perfect,” 

’I'liis  was  the  language  of  him  in  whoso 
mouth  w'as  no  guile,  to  the  ehiidreii  of  men, 
and  lest  any  pussililc  room  for  doubt,  should 
he  left  to  the  “expounders  of  the  law,”  who, 
like  many  modern  “ex|M»unders,”  misinterpret¬ 
ed  the  dealings  of  onr  "Father  in  Heaven,”  and 
“made  the  word  of  tiod  of  none  efl'ecl  by 
their  tradition,”  the  divine  tcaciicr  presents 
an  immediate  and  iiii««|uivucal  iilusirulion  of 
the  dealings  of  God  with  his  erring  children. 
“  For  he  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil 
and  on  the  good,  nml  sendeth  rain  upon  the 
just  and  upon  the  unjust."  In  other  words,  he 
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^ivcth  the  sun,  without  which,  the  earth  would  j 
be  a  dark  and  barren  waste,  and  the  rain  also,  j 
which  is  equally  necessary  to  sustain  animal  j 
and  vcpetable  nature,  indiscriminately  to  all  | 
his  children.  The  metaphor  is  beautiful,  and 
every  way  worthy  of  him  who  “  spake  as  never 
man  spake.” 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  sentence  at 
the  head  of  this  article,  is  written  for  our  in¬ 
struction.  And  it  is  equally  indisputable  that 
the  sentiment  it  contains  is  “  worthy  of  all  ac¬ 
ceptation.”  Let  us  see  then,  what  kind  of  a 
parent  he  wouhl  be  considered,  who  should 
treat  his  children  in  the  manner  which  our 
orthodox  brethren  say  “our  Father  in  Heaven” 
w  ill  treat  his  children.  If  an  earthly  parent  i 
should  permit  a  child  to  fall  from  a  precipice, 
when  he  might,  as  well  as  not,  have  prevented 
the  fall,  that  parent  would  be  indicted  for 
murder,  and  punished  too,  if  the  death  of  the 
child  ensued  the  fall.  But  what  would  be  the 
public  feeling  against  the  parent,  should  he 
take  up  the  child,  bruised  and  wounded,  and 
]Minish  it  severely,  not  to  say  eternally,  becau.'Je 
it  fell  ?  Such  a  father  would  be  looked  u|»on 
with  horror — mothers  would  turn  pale  at  the 
sight  of  such  an  unnatural  monster. 

This,  however,  is  the  precise  manner  in 
which  our  orthodox  clergy  represent  the  (lod 
of  heaven  and  earth.  They  cannot,  they  dare 
not  deny  that  God  might  have  prevented  the 
“  fall  of  Adam”  or  any  other  creature  in  his 
power.  And  if  they  teach  the  doctrine  of 
our  Saviour,  "  be  ye  perfect  as  your  Father  in 
heaven  is  perfect,”  w  hat  kind  of  society  would 
this  earth  present  ? 

This  illustration  is  not  avoided  by  saying 
'•  man  is  a  fre*;  agent.”  The  chihl  is  a  free 
agent  also,  but  such  is  his  constitution  that  he 
wdl  sometimes  “  fall,”  for  there  is  “  none  that 
docth  good  and  sinneth  not,  no  not  one.” 

Again,  suppose  a  parent  should  set  a  child 
upon  a  long  and  dangerous  journey,  and 
should  know  exactly,  what  trials,  what  tempa- 
tions,  and  what  dangers  would  befall  him  on 
his  way.  Could  that  parent  excuse  himself 
if  he  (lid  not  provide  his  child  with  means  to 
nvert  these  dangers,  or  with  a  remedy  which 
would  cure  all  wounds  and  bruises  which 
might  befall  him  in  consequence  of  such  dan¬ 
gers  ?  Certainly  he  could  offer  no  excuse 
which  would  satisfy  a  human  tribunal.  How 
then  is  (iod  to  be  justified,  if  he  deals  in  such 
a  inannt'r  with  his  children?  Happily  it  is  not 
so  with  our  “  Father  in  Heaven.”  He  know- 
efh  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  his  children, 
better  than  any  earthly  parent. 

AN  UNIVKRSAI.IST 

BXOORAPBZOAXi. 

SKETCHES  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF 
MURRAY. 

{Continued Jr om  p.  61.) 

“At  the  appointed  time  I  met  Mr.  Mason  in 


the  vestry.  “  Well,  Sir,  you  have  road  njiy 
manuscript,  F  presume  ?”  I  have.  Sir,  and  1 
have  read  it  rcpeat(‘dly.  "  Well,  Sir,  speak 
friH-ly,  is  there  any  thing  in  the  manuscript 
which  you  dislike  ?”  Why,  Sir,  as  you  are 
so  go(Ml  as  to  indulge  me  with  the  hb(*rty  of 
speaking,  I  will  venture  to  point  out  one  pas- 
.sage,  which  appears  to  me  not  sufficiently 
clear.  Pardon  me,  S^ir,  but  surely  orgionenf, 
enpecialhj  upon  religious  subjects,  is  preferaHt 
to  ridicule,  to  punning  upon  the  name  of  an 
author.  “  And  where,  pray,  is  the  ohjection- 
ahle  paragraph  to  which  you  advert  ?”  I  point¬ 
ed  it  out,  but  on  looking  in  his  face,  I  observ¬ 
ed  his  countenance  fallen,  it  was  no  longer 
toward  me.  Mr.  Mason  questioned  my  judg¬ 
ment,  and  never  afterwarils  honored  me  willi 
his  attention.  However,  1  still  believed  Afa.toH 
right,  and  Retly  vroug ;  for  if  Kelly  were 
right,  the  conclusion  was  unavoidable,  all 
men  must  fnutly  be  saved.  But  this  was  out 
of  the  question,  utterly  impossible  ;  all  reli¬ 
gious  denominations  agreed  to  condemn  this 
heresy,  to  coiusider  it  as  a  damnable  doctrine, 
and  w  hat  every  religious  denomination  united 
to  condemn,  must  be  false. 

Thus,  although  1  lost  the  favor  of  Mr.  Ma¬ 
son,  and  he  published  his  pamphlet  precisely 
as  it  st(M)d  when  he  submitted  it  to  rny  perusal, 
yet  my  reverential  regard  for  him  was  not  di¬ 
minished  ;  I  wished,  most  cordially  wished 
success  to  Ids  book,  and  destruction  to  the 
author  against  whom  it  was  written. 

In  this  manner  some  months  rolled  ovenny 
head,  when,  accompanying  my  wife  on  a  visit 
to  her  aunt,  after  the  usual  ceremonies,  I  re¬ 
paired,  according  to  custom,  to  the  bookcase, 
and  turning  over  many  books  and  pamphlets,  1 
at  length  opened  one  that  had  been  robbed  of  its 
title  page,  but  in  running  it  over,  I  came  to  the 
very  argument  which  had  excited  in  my  bosom 
so  much  anxiety.  It  was  the  first  moment  I 
had  ever  seen  a  line  of  Mr.  Relly’s  writing, 
except  in  Mr.  Mason’s  pamphlet ;  I  was  much 
astonished,  and  turning  to  .Mrs.  Murray,  1 
informed  her  that  I  held  Mr.  Kelly's  l.^nion  in 
my  hand — I  asked  her  uncle  if  I  might  put  it 
in  my  pocket  ?  "  Surely,”  said  he,  “  and  keep 
it  there  if  you  please,  I  never  read  hooks  of 
Divinity  ;  I  know  not  what  the  pamphlet  is, 
nor  do  I  wish  to  know.”  As  I  put  it  into  my 
fKicket,  my  mmd  became  alarmed  and  jiertur- 
bated.  It  was  dangerous,  it  was  tampering 
with  poison,  it  was  like  taking  fire  into  my  bo¬ 
som — I  had  better  throw  it  into  the  flames,  or 
restore  it  to  the  bookcase  ;  such  was  the  con¬ 
flict  into  iny  bosom.  However,  in  the  full 
a.ssurancc  that  the  elect  nere  safe,  and  that  al¬ 
though  they  look  up  any  deadly  thing,  it  should 
not  hurt  them.  I  at  length  decided,  to  read  the 
Union  ;  and  having  thus  made  up  my  mind,  I 
experienced  a  degree  of  impatience,  until  1 
reached  home,  when  addressing  the  dear  com- 
'  panion  of  my  youth,  I  said,  “  I  have,  my  dear, 
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judgod  and  condemned  before  I  have  heard  ; 
but  I  Iiave  now  an  opportunity  given  me  for 
deliberate  investigation.”  But,  returned  Mrs, 

\1_ - ,  are  we  sufficient  of  ourselves  ? 

“  No,  my  love,  certainly  we  are  not ;  but  Cod 
all  gracious  hath  said,  If  ony  lack  u'isdoin  let 
them  nak  of  him  Tk  hn  givetli  liberally,  and  up- 
hraldeth  not.  My  heart  is  exercised  by  fear¬ 
ful  apprehensions,  this  moment  I  dread  to 
read,  the  next  I  am  anxious  to  hear  what  the 
author  can  say.  We  will,  therefore,  lay  this 
book  before  our  (iod.  There  is,  my  love,  a 
(lod  who  is  not  far  from  every  one  of  us  ;  we 
are  directed  to  make  our  requests  known  unto 
him  for  all  things,  by  supplication  and  prayer, 
(lod  hath  never  yet  said  to  any,  seek  ye  my 
face  in  vain  ;  we  will,  then,  pray  for  his  di¬ 
rection  and  coun.sel,  and  we  may  rest  in  the 
assurance  of  obtaining  both."  Accordingly, 
we  entered  our  closet,  and  both  of  us,  for  we 
were  equally  afflicted,  prostrating  ourselves 
before  God,  with  prayers  and  tears  besought 
him,  the  God  of  mercy,  to  look  with  pity  on 
ns ;  we  were  on  the  point  of  attending  to  doc¬ 
trines  of  which  we  were  not,  we  could  not  be 
judges,  and  we  earnestly  supplicated  him  to 
lead  us  into  all  truth.  If  the  volume  before 
us  contained  truth,  we  entreated  liim  to  show 
it  unto  us,  and  to  increase  our  faith  ;  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  contained  falsehood,  we 
bcseeched  God  to  make  it  manifest,  that  we 
might  not  be  deceived.  No  poor  criminal 
ever  prayed  for  life,  when  under  sentence  of 
death,  with  greater  fervor  of  devotion,  than 
did  my  laboring  soul,  upon  this  occasion,  sup¬ 
plicating,  we  opened  the  Bible,  and  began  to 
read  this  book,  looking  into  the  Bible  for  the 
pa.ssages  to  which  the  writer  referred.  We 
were  astonished  and  delighted  at  the  beauty 
;  of  the  scriptures,  thus  exhibited,  it  seemed, 
as  if  every  sentence  was  an  apple  of  gold  in 
a  picture  of  silver,  and  still,  as  we  proceeded, 
the  wonder  was,  that  so  much  divine  truth 
rhould  be  spoken  by  so  henious  a  transgres¬ 
sor  ;  and  this  consideration  was  momently 
presented  to  my  mind,  as  a  reason  why  I 
should  not  continue  reading.  Can  any  thing 
good  proceed  from  such  a  character  '*  Would 
not  truth  have  been  revealed  to  men  eminent 
for  virtue  ?  How  is  it  possible  discoveries  so 
important  should  never  have  berm  made  until 
now,  and  now  only  to  this  man  ?  V'et,  I  con- 
fidcred,  God’i  U'ayxrcereinthe  ^reat  deep,  he 
would  send  by  whom  he  would  send,  choosing 
the  veak  and  base  things,  to  confound  the 
nighty  and  the  strotig,  that  no  flesh  should 
dory  in  his  presence.  And,  as  my  lovely  wife 
justly  observed,  “  I  was  not  sure  all  I  heard 
of  .Mr.  Relly  was  true.  That  our  Saviour  had 
I'aidto  his  disciples,  they  shall  say  all  manner 
of  evil  of  you  falsely,  and  this  may  be  the 
case  in  this  instance.  You  have  no  personal 
^oquaintance  with  Mr.  Relly,  nor  do  you  know 
•liat  any  of  those,  from  whom  you  have  receiv- 
"1  his  character,  are  better  informed  than 
'ourself.  I  think  it  doth  no?  bernme.  i/»  to  speak 


or  believe  evil  of  asiy  man  without  the  strongest 
possible  proof All  this  was  rational,  I  felt 
its  full  force,  and  blushed  for  my  own  credu- 
lity. 

I  l>roceeded  toread  ;  the  Cnion  introduced 
me  to  many  passages  of  scripture,  which  had 
before  escaped  my  observation.  A  student 
as  I  had  been  of  tlie  scriptures  from  the  first 
dawn  of  my  reason,  1  could  not  but  wonder 
at  myself.  I  turned  to  Mr.  Mason's  book,  and 
I  discovered  there  a  want  of  candor,  and  a 
kind  of  duplicity,  which  had  not  before  met 
my  view,  and  which  perhaps  would  never  have 
caught  my  attention,  had  1  not  read  the  Union. 

I  saw  the  grand  object  untoucht'd,  and  Relly 
had  clearly  pointed  out  the  doctrines  of  the 
gospel.  Yet  there  were  many  passages,  that 
I  could  not  understand,  and  I  felt  myself  dis¬ 
tressingly  embarrassed.  One  moment  I  wish¬ 
ed  from  my  soul  I  had  never  seen  the  Union, 
and  the  next  my  heart  was  enlarged,  and  lift¬ 
ed  up  by  considerations,  which  swelled  my  be¬ 
som  to  ecstacy.  'Hiis  was  the  situation  of  my 
mind  during  nmny  succeeding  months,  and  a 
large  pro|tortion  of  my  time  was  passed  in 
reading,  in  studying  the  scriptures,  and  in 
prayer  ;  my  opening  mind  was  pressing  on  to 
new  attainments,  and  the  prospect  brightened 
before  me.  I  was  greatly  attached  to  my 
minister,  a  Mr.  Hitchins,  he  was  eminent  iii 
his  line,  and  a  most  pleasing  preacher  ;  Mrs. 
Murray  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  down  his 
sermons  in  short  liand  ;  wo  were  delighted 
with  the  man,  and  exulted  in  considering  him 
as  a  genuine  gospel  preacher.  It  hap(>ened 
that  .Mr.  Hitchins  took  a  journey  into  the  coun¬ 
ty,  and  was  ab.«ient  on  the  Sabbath  day. 
“  Come,  my  dear,”  said  I,  ••Our  mini.ster  is 
out  of  town,  let  us  avail  ourselves  of  the  op¬ 
portunity,  and  hear  the  writer  of  the  Union  , 
this  is  a  privilege,  which  few  who  read  books 
can  have,  as  authors  are  generally  numbered 
with  the  <lead,  before  their  lalmrs  arc  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  public  eye."  Her  consent  was  al¬ 
ways  yielded  to  my  solicitations  ;  but  we  were 
terrified  a.s  we  passed  along,  in  the  fear  of 
meeting  .some  of  our  religious  brethren ;  hap¬ 
pily,  however,  we  reached  the  meeting-house 
without  encountering  any  one,  to  whom  wo 
were  known.”  (^I'o  be  continued.) 

DEDICATION  AND  INSTALLATION. 

The  new  Universalist  .Meeting  House  in 
Watertown,  Mass,  w'ill,  by  divine  permission, 
be  dedicated  to  religious  piirjwses,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  15th  inst.  Services  to  cominem-e 
at  halt* past  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Rev. 
Ru.ssel  Streeter  will  be  installed  pastor  of  the 
Universalist  Society  worshipping  in  said  house. 

L’niv.  -'^lag. 

The  Hudson  River  Universalist  .Issociation 
will  hold  its  next  session,  on  the  1st.  Wednes- 
•  day  and  Thursday  in  next  month  in  the  city 
of  New  Y’ork. 
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And  sliow  tliat  “  (Jod  is  iMve." 

Till  (loath,  may  my  calm  niind  bo  blest, 

1'(»  view  these  beantiov  round. 

Whore  morn  and  eve  stihhino  revolve, 

With  boauteoiLs  blushes  crowned; 

Then  may  my  blest,  eniaptuied  soul 
Kly  like  a  pinioned  dove. 

To  eonteinplate  the  glorious  whole, 

Which  shows  that  “  Go#/  is  Lovt." 

Since  “  (lod  is  Love,”  ;ind  love  can't  hate, 
I  I  am  secured  w  ell. 

And  witnesses  to  prove  his  |«»vo, 

Kill  earth  in  which  I  Inc  ; — 

Since,  (iod  doth  fill  both  earth  and  heaven, 
ISorcan  from  thence  remove. 

And  love  on  all  his  works  are  'graveii, 

1  know  that  “  GW  is  Lovt." 

Since  every  thin:;  I  sec  is  love, 

Contented  bo  my  soul. 

And  waft  on  wings  iny  glory  hv;h. 

While  all  arcHind  me  roll  ; 

Then  ma^  my  blest  enr.tptured  soul 
Waft  like  a  pinioned  dove. 

And  contemplate  the  glorious  whole. 

Which  shows  that  “  GW  is  Imvc." 

C an  that  kind  being  fail  to  give 
Me  an  immortal  state, 

In  worlds  of  glory,  joy,  and  bliss, 

Since  he  is  love  vi  great  ; 

Or  mint  I  land  u|)on  heU's  shore. 

To  cii'lless  pam  be  drove. 

When  tliese  faint  lungs  sliidl  sing  no  more  ? 
No!  snrelv,  “ Gon is  Lovk !’’ 
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MER('V. 

Thron’d  in  the  radiant  realms  oflight, 

Kre  earth  was  formed,  there  thou  didst  dwell : 
Blest  attrilxiie  of  Him,  supreme. 

Who  lov’d  poor  sinful  man  so  well, 

Tliat  when  he  form’d  him  from  the  dust, 

And  ma<le  him  I»rd  of  all  below, 

He  sent  thee  from  thy  heavenly  home, 

To  dwell  on  eartli — aud  man  doth  know 
How  great  the  hh^ssing — rich  the  gift  ; 

How  prized  above  those  dazzling  toys 
That  bear  the  stain  of  earthly  mould— 

Short  lived  and  evanescent  joys. 

Oh !  Umui  dost  donhly  bless  on  earth  ; 

He  who  forgives,  is  by  then  blest, 

And  he,  who  that  forgiv  ciicss  sliares, 

Is  blest  indeed  Sweet  is  tlie  rest 
Of  bun,  who  holds  thee  in  hLs  heart. 

And  scats  thee  near  that  mental  throne. 

Where  reason  holds  its  milder  sway. 

O’er  stubborn  passion.  Blest  his  home, 

Who  shews  to  all  his  kindi-ed  clay, 

What  he  most  wishes  from  on  high. 

When  his  imprisoned  soul  sliall  mount, 

To  realms  of  immortality. 

Troy,  August,  18i7.  Clorvlna. 


GOD  IS  LOVE — By  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age. 

Mv  thoughts  turnon  the  pleasing  tlieuio, 

Which  oft  delights  my  soul, 

T’ express  the  nature  of  my  God, 

Who  doth  all  woilds  control  : 

T'ls  he  who  fills  the  worlds  heliMV, 

And  ail  the  worlds  above  ; 

Ktxim  him  do  boundless  blessings  flow, 

Then  know  that  “  Got/  is  Lure." 

'Ti'  he  who  doth  fill  all  in  all, 

I  le  (ills  immen'<tty, 

’’I'o  he  nphtdds  tlie  fowls  of  air. 

And  fishes  of  the  sea  : 

He  holds  all  nature  in  his  hand. 

Kills  forest,  plain,  and  grove. 

Then,  U,  my  soul !  admiring  stand. 

And  know  that  “  Hod  is  Lovt." 

Since  God  hath  placed  me,  in  this  world, 

A  woiid  w  ith  plenty  till'd. 

Where  every  thitigto  tiiake  me  blcsstul, 

Tlr  earth  doth  richly  yield. 

Can  1  hclieve  that  Got!  will  cliango, 

Wliil't  I  such  blessing  prove — 

Or  angry  be,  or  set  k  revenge, 

P(0,  surely,  “  Hod  is  iMVt." 

'Pills  is  a  fair  and  beauteous  world, 

AtVordiog  sweet  delights, 


DIED — In  this  citv,  8d  inst.  Mrs.  Judah  Hi  att. 
wife  of  eapt.  Jiunes  ijyatt,  aged  aa  years.  Shewai 
a  faithful  companion,  a  kind  and  indulgent  motlier, 
and  an  atleetionate  friend.  'Plie  faitii  of  the  fiml 
reeom  ili  ition  of  all  things,  chcereil  andeomforteJ 
her  during  several  of  the  la-t  yeari  of  her  lile  and 
stipiKirled  her  in  the  trying  hour  of  death,  which  led 
her  to  say,  “  the  Lord  is  sutlicient  for  me.” 

On  till'  1st  iiist.  J  AXK  Emz  vHKTii,  youngest  diuiflt* 
ter  of  Widow -  Allen,  aged  Id  iiiotitlts. 

'THE  EVANGELICAL  REKOSITOBV.' 

tS  PfBLISHEn  EVT.HT  OTHER  SATURI'AT  MORStlXi,  AT 

TItE  OfflCE  OK  THE  FARMERS'  RElitHTKR,  DIRKa  T- 
I.t  onrOstTE  THE  P0^a■-0^■Kt^•E,  KIVER-ST. 
And  will  he  alVordcd  to  city  suhscribers,  at  jll 
per  unniim,  if  p.iid  in  advance. — At  tlie  end  of  sd 
months,  SI  bO. — Country  sub wrihers,  at  SI  ‘h* 
annum,  in  advance,  or  $1  -2o  at  the  end  of  >0 
months. 

N.  B.  Those  persons,  who  will  obtain  five  s  ! 
bers  and  pay  the  eilitor  for  tlie  same,  shall  receive  tht 
sixth_eouy  gratis ;  and  so  on  in  the.  same  pri'tx'n'  ’ 
hellers  and  cummo/iications  { 

Ihf  editor,  must  be^ust-puid. 


